
Mid-Minnesota Development Commission 

March 30, 2018 ATP Public Information Meeting 

The meeting was held at the Kandiyohi County Health & Human Services Building  

In Attendance:  

From Kandiyohi County: DuWayne Underthun, Aaron Backman, Rollie Nissen, Mel Odens, 

Sean Christensen, Roger Imdieke, Steve Ahmann, Beth Johnson, Jim George 

From McLeod County: John Broukhorst, Robert Anderson 

From Meeker County: Ronald Mortensen, Mike Housman, Lorallen Schmeling, Mike Huberty, 

and an unknown – (could not make out written name) 

From Renville County: Jeff Marlowe, Francis Schweiss,  

Others: Johne Rodeberg representing Olivia and Glencoe; MNDOT Staff Lindsey Bruer, Todd 

Broadwell, Megan DeSchepper; MMDC Executive Director Donn Winckler 

Public Comments: 

During the presentation of the four-year ATIP there were general questions and answers to the 

specific projects mentioned. 

Kent Exner, City of Hutchinson Public Works Director, telephoned his comments the day before 

the meeting. they were all brought up at the meeting by Donn Winckler on his behalf: 

 He had a question on how will District 8 MnDOT show support for the neighboring 

District addressing the four lane gaps in Carver County 

 With the passing lane study from Hutchinson to I-94 completed, there is a need to move 

forward with constructing the passing lanes.  He said as TH 15 is not an IRC Route, thus 

Corridors of Commerce is not an option for funding this project.  There were a couple 

other comments made for the need for this project during the meeting.  John Brunkhorst 

discussed the need for MnDOT to project scope the passing lanes so they are ready when 

funding becomes available.  

 TH 7 Hutchinson to the metro area needs to be studied to address safety concerns along 

the corridor. 

 Hutchinson’s IRC Connection (TH 22) that runs through the City of Glencoe, needs plans 

for improvements dealing with such things as connectivity, mobility and freight.   

Lindsey provided comments after each of these topics were mentioned. 

Lorallen Schmeling brought up the need to improve a couple of TH 7 intersections east of 

Hutchinson.  It was discussed that MnDOT will be preparing a highway assessment of 

intersections in this corridor. 

Sean Christensen brought up the TH 12 project in Willmar stating that he was concerned that the 

stabilization wall may not hold up waiting on construction.  Lindsey provided information that 

the wall was looked at, and it is stable – It is in better shape than what it looks like.   



Steve Ahmann discussed a pedestrian safety concern at the two downtown Willmar curves on 

TH 12.  There are numerous crossings that take place at these curves, especially on the west 

curve.  Crossings take place at no intersection or crosswalk.  No easy solution. 

There was a complement given to MnDOT for its willingness to try some progressive fixes to 

some of its fixes.   

Lindsey discussed that the District is waiting to hear back about two reduce conflict J-turn 

intersection safety projects it has submitted to the state.  One on TH 212 in Glencoe and the TH 

23 intersection at New London. 

Aaron Bachman gave a heads up that Kandiyohi County has applied for an Opportunity Zones in 

Willmar that may lead to some economic development activities.  He will keep MnDOT 

informed if some project occurs, that may have an impact on the TH 12 project (6th Street to 24th 

Street) in 2022.   

Ronald Mortensen asked a question about the need for safety improvements at the intersection of 

TH 12 and CSAH 34 in Litchfield.  What is the timing of this project?  What year?   

 


